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'Right-to-die' supporters take
-up battle to change law
Lucy Bannerman

Five Britons suffering a range of
medical conditions including stroke,
cancer and multiple sclerosis have
joined a renewed attempt to change
the law on assisted suicide.
They have signed statements in
support of"L", the car crash victim who
this month won the right to continue
the fight of Tony Nicklinson, a sufferer
of locked-in syndrome, to die with the
help of a doctor.
The signatories believe that they
represent a significant proportion of
the public facing deteriorating health
who would prefer a doctor to be able
legally to end their life at a time of their
choosing.
Two sufferers of multiple sclerosis Mike Carlisle, a father of two from
Manchester, and Colin Campbell, an
IT contractor from Inverness - are
among the signatories who claim that
they represent a growing number of
people who want a change in the Jaws
governing assisted suicide.

The others are Pat Homer, 74, who
suffers from oculopharyngodistal myopathy, a muscle wasting disease, Sally
MacGregor, 57, who has had balance
and speech problems since a series of
strokes. and "C', 60, who has breast
cancer.
Their lawyer, Saimo Chahal, of the
law firm Bindmans, who also represented Mr Nicklinson, said that several
people had come forward since the
campaigner's death offering to pursue
his case through the courts.
"It's unfinished business for many
people. Tony Nicklinson started a
debate which these supporters and
others like them wish to see resolved in
their favour," she said.
"They are prepared to fight all the
way and to show the world that the
current law is out of touch with
modern-day values about autonomy
and dignity.
"They want to show that the right to
die peacefully, painlessly and with
family and friends around them with a
doctor's help is not some subversive

Mike carllsle, who suffers from MS, believes that public opinion Is changing

idea but a fundamental principle about
controlling one's destiny until the last
moment of life."
The five signatories have submitted
statements in support of"L", a 57-yearold father of two who has been paralysed for 23 years. He won the right to
be added to an appeal lodged by Mr
Nicklinson's widow, .lane, at a hearing
at the High Court in London earlier
this month.
In a high-profile case last August
three judges refused Mr Nicklinson a
judicial review, co ncluding that the
current law prohibiting a third party
from ending his life did not breach
human rights and it was for Parlia-

'Tony Nicklinson started
a debate they wish to see
resolved in their favour'
Salmo Chahal, solicitor

ment. not the courts, to decide whether
it should be changed. Thejudges found
that it would be wrong for the courts to
depart from the long-established legal
position that "voluntary euthanasia is
murder, however understandable the
motives may be".
Mr Nicklinson, 58, died at home in
Melksham, Wiltshire, a week later.
Opponents argue that changing the
law would effectively legalise killing
and risks putting vulnerable people
under undue pressure.
Alistair Thompson. a spokesman for
the Care Not Killing alliance, said: "It is
sad that the judgment last year, which
so unequivocally rejected both cases,
has not drawn a line under this legal
debate.
"I hope that this appeal, which is
supported by a tiny, tiny number of
people, does not act as a distraction to
decision-makers and society. which
should be focused on how we care for
the terminally ill and severely disabled
ensuring everyone bas the very best
treatment and care."
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