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The lederhosen-wearing crowd were
easily won over by talk of her fondness
for Weisswurst sausages and Brezen Bavaria's giant pretzel.
However, as the beer flowed Angela
Merkel warned Germany's richest
state that the country faced a crisis over
the declining birth rate and ageing
population which could threaten its
economic prosperity. Even here, in the
wealthy land of adidas, Allianz, BMW
and Siemens, Germany's looming
demographic crisis could have a devastating effect on the ability to pay for
pensions and medical care.
The German Chancellor has been
criticised for ignoring the country's
long-term population decline during
the run-up to polling day on September 22 but finalJy raised the issue at an
election rally, addressing one of the oldest and most traditional audiences of
her campaign tour.
"We have to be successful in Germany because during the next years
something will happen that will cause
big changes in Germany," Mrs Merkel
told the smalJ town at the centre of the
Tracht [traditional costume] industry.
"During the next years, fortunately
we will have more people who are older
with a rising life expectancy," she said
in the main square alongside Horst
Seehofer. Bavaria's Prime Minister.

"Here in Bavaria you have not felt
that as a problem so much, because you
are economically strong and many
young people come here for work. But
where I come from, you can see that
very well already, and in the next 12 to
15 years there will be five million more
retired people and six miIJion fewer
people of working age."
Mrs Merkel's Christian Democratic
Union (CDU) manifesto sets out plans
f?r more nursery places and opportunities for parents to opt out of work to
spend time with young children, as well
as a pledge to integrate immigrants better. It adds: "We want to encourage
young women and men to decide to
have children." Bavaria, however, is the
only state where the CDU leaves the
fiel~ ~lear ~or a sister party, the
Chnstian Social Union.
The main thing that matters to Bavarians is that the Government 600km
to the north is not raising their taxes to
pay for poor states. The Chancellor
co~cluded with a message that all Bavanans could agree with: "We should
not punish those who are successful."
"I like her because she will keep taxes low," said Michael, 66, after hearing
Mrs Merkel in Miesbach. "If someone
is hard-working then he should keep
more. They want more foreigners to
come to us and use our sociaJ systems.
Everyone wants to live off our money."

