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at Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
found
"serious
concerns
regarding the safety arrangements", problems with foetal
heart rate monitoring and an
"unsafe" environment in the
birthing unit.
The maternity unit was
closed 37 times in 2013-15,
mainly due to a shortage of
midwives. Cambridge University Hospitals Trust said:
"Despite the CQC findings we
provide safe and high quality
maternity services."
A third report published by
the CQC last month into West
Hertfordshire Hospitals NHS
Trust said mothers and babies
were at risk from frequent staff
shortages. The trust said it had
improved staffing levels and
safety since the inspection.
Last week a coroner called

for a national review of staffing
at high risk deliveries after
finding that a baby might have
survived if a more senior doctor
had been present. Dr Peter
Dean, the coroner for Suffolk,
is writing to Dame Sally Davies,
the chief medical officer, to ask
whether consultants should
attend high-risk deliveries.
In January Bonnie Strachan
died half an hour after her birth
at Ipswich Hospital. She was
delivered in the breech position, meaning her legs came
out first. After a delay in delivering her head, she emerged in
poor condition and could not
be resuscitated.
The doctor undertaking the
delivery had experienced only
two breech deliveries independently and the on -call consultantwas not asked to attend.
Bonnie's mother, Emma

Strachan, 29, from near Framlingham, Suffolk, said: "Our
baby girl was taken from us and
Percy's little sister was taken
from him. The whole situation
has affected us all physically,
emotionally and socially."
Guy Forster, the Strachans'
lawyer and a partner at law
firm Irwin Mitchell, said
Bonnie's parents had opted for
a natural birth in the belief that
an experienced obstetrician
would be there. "Bonnie was
such a big baby that, according
to national guidelines, a breech
delivery was never advisable."
Nick Hulme, chief executive
of the Ipswich Hospital NHS
Trust, where maternity services were rated as good by the
CQC, said: "We are extremely
sorry baby Bonnie died and ...
have made changes , to our
practices."

