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Lorna Edwards with daughter Robyn, who called 999 when her mother collapsed at home last November. She could have died without the new treatment
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Edwards said: "If Stoke had
been further away or the
timing had not been right,
I would not be here now - or
completely paralysed."
Strokes are estimated to
cost the NHS about £3bn a
year and Nayak said the
treatment would save it
millions of pounds because
patients who would
otherwise face a long
rehabilitation programme or
a life of severe disability could
walk out of hospital.
Trials have shown that the
proportion of people who can
function independently 90
days after a stroke increases
by between 19% and 35%
following mechanical
thrombectomy.
Kyriakos Lobotesis, a
consultant neuroradiologist at
Charing Cross Hospital in
west London, which offers
the procedure, said it was

vital that patients were
treated within six hours of a
stroke and the challenge in
rolling out a national 24- hou
service would be getting
patients to the centres in tim
and ensuring there were
sufficient staff.
NHS England said the
evidence for mechanical
thrombectomy was "very
strong".
Professor Tony Rudd,
national clinical director for
stroke at NHS England, said:
"NHS stroke care and stroke
survival are now at record
levels. We recognise the
potential effectiveness
mechanicalthrombectomy
could have for about 10% of
stroke patients and are
drawing up a policy for its
possible use across the NHS."
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