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HPV vaccine does
not work against·
common strains
THE current HPV vaccine does not protect
against some of the most common forms of the
virus, a study has found.
·
The Government announced last month that
teenage boys will get the human papilloma virus
jab from next year In a bid to reduce the risk of
cancers, particularly of the mouth and throat.
But scientists at the University of Sheffield
found the majority of people who tested positive had strains not covered by the current vaccine, In the-largeststudy-0f-0ralHP-V.Jn Engl.and.
They said newer vaccines which protect against
more HPV strains were needed to be effective.
Dr Vanessa Hearnden, of the University of
Sheffield, said: 'We found the majority of Individuals testing positive for high risk strains of
HPV were actually positive for strains other than
those covered by the current vaccine CHPV 16
and HPV18).
'This shows the need to consider newer vaccines which protect against more HPV strains In
the future and for individuals to be aware of
lifestyle risk factors such as number of sexual
partners and tobacco use.'
For the last decade all schoolgirls have been
given the vaccine to ward off cervical cancer, a
step that is thought to save 500 lives a year.
HPV also causes around 2,500 cases of cancer
In men each year and around 650 deaths, mainly
from cancers of the throat and mouth.
In the study, 700 men and women were tested
for high risk HPV, the strains linked to cancer.
Infection rates were lower than estimated
with 2.2 per cent of them Infected with oral HPV.
But of these, Just 0.7 per cent tested positive for
HPV 16 or HPV 18.
Former smokers were significantly more likely
to be high risk HPV positive.

